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all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend
Congresswoman MARY FALLIN and our
colleagues from OKklahoma for intro-
ducing this resolution. This resolution
commemorates the lives of the Federal
employees and other victims of this
savage terrorist attack and reminds us
of the ongoing terrorist threat in our
borders.

House Resolution 1206 was introduced
by the gentlewoman from Oklahoma,
Representative MARY FALLIN, on
March 23 of this year and was referred
to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform. It comes to the
floor today with the bipartisan support
of over 50 cosponsors.

Over the last year, we’ve witnessed a
rise in violent rhetoric by extremist
groups in America. In the most recent
incident, Andrew Joseph Stack inten-
tionally crashed his small plane into a
Federal building in Austin, Texas, that
included offices of the Internal Rev-
enue Service, among others.

According to the Southern Poverty
Law Center, there have been over 75
violent attacks by domestic terrorists
since 1995, Mr. Speaker. The resolution
before us today is especially poignant
because it is but the most destructive
example of a recent frightening trend
in domestic terrorism, that is to say,
the incident in Oklahoma City.

At 9:02 a.m. on April 19, 1995, Tim-
othy McVeigh and Terry Nichols used a
truck full of explosives to attack the
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in
Oklahoma City. Their vicious attack,
conducted at a time when most of the
building’s employees were at work and
their children at a day care center,
killed 168 people and wounded 850 oth-
ers. The explosion was so powerful it
reduced much of the building to rubble
and damaged at least six adjacent
buildings, including an apartment
building, a church, and a YMCA. Some
of the victims of the Murrah Federal
Building were children who were in the
day care center for building employees.

McVeigh and Nichols appear to have
been motivated by similar anti-govern-
ment ideology as the dozens of domes-
tic terrorist who have attacked Amer-
ica in 15 years subsequent to that
bombing.

Seven emergency response cCrews re-
sponded to the attack after receiving a
call reporting it in at 9:03 a.m., with
Fire Station One’s crew arriving first
at the scene. Oklahoma City’s police
force set up an incident command sys-
tem to manage a massive search and
rescue operation. Average citizens, as
well as the Civil Air Patrol, American
Red Cross, and other organizations as-
sisted with responses to the attack.
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After the attack, Oklahomans and
other Americans responded with gen-
erous offers of assistance. Immediately
after McVeigh detonated the explosives
in the truck, many bystanders ran to
the building to try to save people who
were still in it. Oklahoma City res-
taurant owners gave first responders
free meals. Blood drives were so over-
whelmed with volunteers that long
lines forced the city to ask blood do-
nors to wait for the next drive.

Workers actually left their boots on-
site after response crews ran out of
work boots. This collective sacrifice
and outpouring of support earned the
moniker ‘‘Oklahoma Standard,” which
describes an extraordinary, sponta-
neous outpouring of community sup-
port in times of tragedy.

Thank you again, Congresswoman
FALLIN, our colleague, for introducing
this legislation which I'm a proud co-
sponsor of.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 1206, remembering
the victims of the attack on the Alfred
P. Murrah Federal Building in Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma.

Fifteen years ago, domestic terror-
ists set off a truck bomb in front of the
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in
Oklahoma City in what would become
one of the worst terrorist attacks to
happen on American soil. In a matter
of moments, the lives of 168 people, in-
cluding 19 children, were cruelly
brought to an end. In the aftermath, we
learned that more than 850 people were
injured, and 30 children were orphaned;
219 children lost at least one parent in
the tragedy.

To those there, it seemed as if no one
in Oklahoma escaped unscathed. In-
deed, it has been said that ‘“‘at 9:02 a.m.
on April 19, 1995, every American be-
came an Oklahoman.” The outpouring
of support for the people of Oklahoma
in the hours, days, weeks and months
following this attack revealed the
depth of character of the citizens of
this great Nation.

Many of those Kkilled and injured
were Federal employees or the families
of Federal employees. It is important
that we take time to remember the
civil servants who served our country
honorably and perished in this tragedy.
All of these employees’ service to our
country deserve recognition and dis-
tinction.

I want to extend my sincerest grati-
tude to local, State and Federal law en-
forcement, firefighters and emergency
response teams from OKlahoma and
across the United States; the service-
men and -women, the medical per-
sonnel, and the thousands of volunteers
who donated their time to help save
lives and assist the injured and provide
meals to those that came to help the
people of OKklahoma. Without these
brave men and women, countless more
lives may have been lost that day.
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Oklahomans have demonstrated the
depth of their own character by re-
building in the wake of the bombing.
This tragedy could have devastated the
future of Oklahoma City; but in the 15
years since the bombing, the city and
all Oklahomans have undergone pro-
found healing. I commend them for
their strength and for the continued
commitment to triumph over such
senseless violence, and I stand with
them as they persevere.

Rather than allowing fear to hinder
them, the people of Oklahoma City de-
termined to continue the city’s growth
while Kkeeping alive the memory of
those lost.

Nowhere is that determination more
beautifully exhibited than at the Okla-
homa City National Memorial and Mu-
seum. This facility has attracted hun-
dreds of thousands of visitors from all
over the world each year since its open-
ing. It serves as a reminder of not only
the tragic event that took place 15
years ago, but also the way that all
Americans came together to pick up
the pieces and move on. It provides
Oklahomans and all Americans with a
sense of hope that we truly are able to
rise from the ashes of terrorism and
come out a stronger community and
Nation.

The Memorial Institute for the Pre-
vention of Terrorism was also created
to help educate the Nation’s emergency
responders and law enforcement about
preventing and mitigating the effects
of terrorist attacks.

Before I close, I will quote the in-
scription on the wall of the memorial
which sums up the lessons learned from
this senseless tragedy. It reads: “We
come here to remember those who were
killed, those who survived, and those
who changed forever. May all who
leave here know the impact of vio-
lence. May this memorial offer com-
fort, strength, peace, hope and seren-
ity.”

As we near the 15th anniversary of
the bombing of the Murrah Federal
Building in Oklahoma City, I hope we
will keep those impacted by this in our
minds and heed these important words.

I am proud to be a cosponsor of this
resolution, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this resolution.

And, Mr. Speaker, I think this speaks
volumes about what we are as a Na-
tion. We’re not a Nation of political
parties. We're all Americans, and we
come together in a tragedy like this to
help heal. And I extend my condolences
from the great State of Tennessee to
Oklahoma. And I thank my friend from
Virginia here today for helping us com-
memorate this.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I thank
my friend from Tennessee for his kind
words. And now I am pleased to recog-
nize our colleague and friend from Min-
nesota (Ms. McCoLLUM) for 4 minutes.

(Ms. McCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise to remember the victims of the



